FIVE ATTEMPTED REFORMS

the Indian press. Of the seventy-five no fewer than
thirty-eight record action favouring the proposed legis-
lation, while thirty-seven meetings are reported as pro-
testing and passing resolutions against it.1

A further analysis shows that, while the meetings
in favour are principally held in the large cities, as
Bombay, Calcutta, Madras, Simla, etc., the thirty-
seven protest meetings have, in most cases, occurred in
the villages and towns of the South. Similarly, while
Indians of all religions seem to attend the gatherings
favouring the Bill, its opponents appear to be pre-
dominantly orthodox Hindus. Women are active in the
favourable conclaves, while men, apparently, form the
majority of the opposition.

True to custom, resolutions are passed at all the
meetings; and these show a monotonous similarity.
On the one hand it is resolved :

That this meeting of the citizens of Madras
heartily approves of the principles underlying
Mr, Harbilas Sarda's Child Marriage Bill and
appeals to the country to make honest and strenuous
efforts to see that the said Bill is passed into law,2

And, on the other hand :

This meeting of the citizens of Alwartirunagare
records its emphatic protest against the Child
Marriage Bill of Mr. Sarda ... as It strikes at
the very foundation of Shastraic principles guid-
ing the Hindu society and regrets the unwarranted
interference of legislatures in a matter of purely
affecting the religious life of the Hindus. To

1A list of the dates and places of these meetings appears in
Appendix V and VI. 2 The Hindu, Madras, May 22nd, 19558.